Story of a highway that did not happen
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Photo Credit: Temple University Libraries, George D. McDowell Philadelphia Evening Bulletin collection.

Find out how a diverse group of neighborhood activists helped save South Street from being destroyed in the
late '60s and early '70s. You can fight City Hall ... and win!

Panelists include:

« Joel Spivak, architect, artist, former owner of Rocketships & Accessories and originator of Philadelphia’s
National Hot Dog Month Celebration.

« Marge Schernecke, a community organizer and leader in Queen Village whose family has lived in the area for
five generations.

« Paul Levy, founding CEO of the extremely successful Center City District and author of "Queen Village: The
Eclipse of a Community."

« Ruth and Rick Snyderman, founders of The Works and Snyderman Galleries, and key players in organizing
the “South Street Renaissance.”

« Conrad Weiler, former activist on preventing displacement in gentrifying neighborhoods & Temple political
science faculty member since 1968.

e Iohn Coates farmer hniicing develanment leader and executive directar for SCPAC  a caalition of

Historic Gloria Dei
(Old Swedes")
Preservation Corporation
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* Joel Spivak, architect, artist, former owner of Rocketships & Accessories and originator of Philadelphia’s
National Hot Dog Month Celebration.

» Marge Schernecke, a community organizer and leader in Queen Village whose family has lived in the area for
five generations.

» Paul Levy, founding CEO of the extremely successful Center City District and author of "Queen Village: The
Eclipse of a Community."

 Ruth and Rick Snyderman, founders of The Works and Snyderman Calleries, and key players in organizing
the “South Street Renaissance.”

« Conrad Weiler, former activist on preventing displacement in gentrifying neighborhoods & Temple political
science faculty member since 1968.

» John Coates, former housing development leader and executive director for SCPAC, a coalition of
river-to-river community groups.

Don't miss this special event co-sponsored by the Historic Gloria Dei Preservation Corporation and Queen
Village Neighbors Association. It will be taped for YouTube.
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Several hundred thousand hats per year
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Stretchlng west to 19t Street
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Largest railroad train manufacturer in U.S.

og
&y CENTER CITY DISTRICT




H

E‘E CENTER CITY DISTRICT




=3

ﬁg CENTER CITY DISTRICT




As late as 1954: 304,000 manufacturing jobs

WHEN PHILADELPHIA WAS THE
WORKSHOP OF THE WORLD: 1954

303,792 Manufacturing Jobs

MONTGOMERY COUMTY [Re.| - i

NEW JERSEY

DELAWARE COLNTY R

MAMURACTURING EMPLOYMENT DENSITY,
PHILADELPHUA, 1954

[-49%% Employees Per Sgquare Mile

B 5000-5%99 Exmplarens Per Squars Mils
[ 10000+ Empioyess Por Square Mile

Man derfeesd Irom Bulas Mckes, The Frobiewsaf _ishs (Chicago, 200E], wsisg E581 Anckap 10.2
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Delaware Ave. dominated by trucks & trains
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Ships were unloaded manually
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Decline of manufacturing profoundly impacted city

From 52% of jobs in manufacturing to 3.5% of jobs

60%

52%
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After World War 2
Factories were closing & moving out the city
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Containerization of cargo:
moved function away from central waterfront
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Packer Marine Terminal




Dramatically reduced the demand for labor
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1950s: working waterfront was in decline
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Finger piers became obsolete
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Left to deteriorate
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Post WW 2: mass production of housing: Levittown
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Significant new supply across the region
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Residential abandonment in older neighborhoods

L

N M—— Bl

o WS

E‘E CENTER CITY DISTRICT




Postwar suburbanization
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In the 1950s, cities respond with urban renewal
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Urban CHETEL started on Dock Street
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Old Food Distribution Center on Dock Street

Market below Wain'ut, Phlladelp’hléi’,‘_ﬁa.-- 3
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1908: from ship to shore to local stores
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Ever more congested with wagons & trucks

E‘E CENTER CITY DISTRICT




1950s seriously deteriorated markets
Moved to South Philadelphia
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Food Distribution Center
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Dilworth supervises demolition on Dock Street
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Replaced by new construction to signal change
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Very selective process of demolition & preservation
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Preservation of only colonial & federal architecture
Industrial and Victorian was demolished
Creation of Society Hill
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Demolition of industrial era train tracks
Creation of modern new Office District
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1960s renewal laid groundwork for our
contemporary office district
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Renewal facilitated growth of research & health care
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Center City (42%) + University City (11%) = 53% of all jobs
Account for 37% of all in-movers to city 2010-2015

PHILADELPHIA EMPLOYMENT BY AREA

FAR NORTHEAST

ROXBOROUGH/ oLNEY
MANAYUNK  GERMANTOWN/ oaK LANE NEAR NORTHEAST

0 CHESTNUT HILL
BRIDESBURG/
NORTH KENSINGTON/

PHILADELPHIA RICHMOND

PHIIEBEEPHIA UNIVERSITY
CITY

SOUTHWEST OUTH
PHILADELPHIA PHILADELPHIA

Saurce: U.5. Census Bureau, Local Employment-Househeld Dynamics, 2014




1963 boundaries of Center City quite small
Vine to Pine, River to river
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Framed by hlghways in the 1963 plan
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E

Central waterfront before 1-95
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Demolition of hundreds of homes
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Cut the neighborhoods off from the Delaware
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Creating a huge gap
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Only giants can cross
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Creating a challenge for waterfront development
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I-95 connected to Crosstown expressway
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Families received letters from PennDOT

PoFs dhE-TD g-85

OAONWEAL TH OF PEHH SYLYARIA
DEFARTMENT OF HIGHWAY S

1L00 Spring Garden Streat
Fhiladelphia, Fa, 19130

Fniladelphia Gourty

Lagislative Route 1000, Sscticn B3

Faderal Freject I=95=235]1% I E 40T
Claim &TOLISS e

Stanley ¥ublak and Mary, His Wifae
710 8. Front Street
Fhiladelphfa, Pa.

Dear Mr. apd Hres. Hubialer

This is to Indorm you that your Department of Highways hos decided, om toe
bariz of conprebensive engleserieg and traffic studies, o beild or Improvs the abowe
highway, @2d is so deing flads i neceasary to aoquire right of way fron the above
propariy.

[w the noxt fow wesls B will be néecassiary far Deportmet stoff oppraisers,
loal Indepicadind sl brokers reboined by the Department of Highwoys, of Bot,
te bnspect the property so that o proper delernization al ita volus s be mode.

Please nole Ll yous preperty hes nat been condemned, and you are perd
Tequited 1o meve from the prenises. When yoor remaval is eventually required, yoo
will k= viaited by the I.".q'h1 of way egent wha will axalaie yous rights Lo pelocsibn
ascistasse and maving coaka,

Wa thonk you 1o advance for the eacpsidion we ore Sufe poo will give
vour Highway Deparbesnl @l s anpleyes throushout the moking of thin Bighway
I Py e il

Wery Enaly youss,

WG, eab M. & Kioagr)
[astriot Right of Way Engiaeer
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Notice to property ownres

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Kubiak:

This is to inform you that your Departiment of Highways has decided, on the
basis of comprehensive engineering and traffic studies, to build or improve the above
highway, and in so doing finds it necessary to acquire right of way from the above
property.

In the next few weeks it will be necessary for Department staff appraisers,

local independent redl estate brokers retained by the Department of Highways, or both,
to inspect the property so that a proper determination of its value can be made.

Please note that your property has not been condemned, and you are not
required to move from the premises. When your removal is eventually required, you

will be visited by the right of way agent who will explain your rights to relocation
assistance and moving costs.

We thank you in advance for the cooperation we are sure you will give
your Highway Department and its employes throughout the making of this highway
improvement.
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Chilling effect on owners: 618 to 622 South Front St
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Threat of the hlghway heIped depress South Street
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Created a void; set stage for South St renaissance
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Also trlggered revolt agalnst hlghways
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Organized protests, a sense of empowerment:
Preserving neighborhoods
more |mportant than building hlghways
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Coalltlon of black & white nelghborhoods
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Brought very diverse groups together
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While Vine St expressway cut thru northern edge Center City
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Crosstown expressway was not built

P 5 1 Wy B R ok o
N ff%m*a e

"'F""- _..:r\'n. . !‘rrll!l r

& S N ey || e W
3‘3 CENTER CITY DISTRICT



Instead Lipscomb Square Apartments
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S.E. Corner of Hancock & South Streets
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S.E. Corner of Hancock & South Streets
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2nd & South
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Bridget Foy’s
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616 to 624 South Hancock Street
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Thriving South Street: east & west
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Uninterrupted flow of neighborhoods to the south




Significant gaps & discontinuity along nort
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Greater Center City: Girard Avenue to Tasker St

GIRARD AVE V ‘ ‘

Center
City Core

DELAWARE RIVER
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Fastest growing neighborhood in Philadelphia
Population up 19% since 2000 = 188,000

25% of those who moved to PHL between 2000-2015 moved to downtown

GREATER CENTER CITY POPULATION

POPULATION GREATER CENTER CITY
7 b
187,874
173,284
157,812
150,000 -------- [N - —---------- [ - S -
100,000 el
50,000 gy -+ [ - [ -
0
2000 2010 2016
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 and
2010 Decenn ial Census ; CCD Estimates
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John Coates, Executive Director, South Central PAC

Rick Snyderman & Joel Spivak, South St Renaissance

Marge Schernecke, QVNA

David Auspitz & Conrad Weiler, QVNA




